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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 151 45.9 13 75 61.2 6
2 534 48.1 12.3 75 64.2 21.4
3 1808 45.3 12.8 75 60.4 72.5
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Answer one question.

1. Religious Authority

You must show knowledge and understanding of the nature of diverse types of religious
authority and be able to evaluate the extent to which any type of religious authority is universally 
respected by religious believers.

(a) Examine the nature of a variety of different types of religious authority. [45]

(b) ‘No single type of religious authority commands universal respect amongst religious
believers.’
Assess how far this statement could be said to be true. [30]
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L6

Sticky Note
The candidate deals with the question in depth, and, through clearly organised material and coherently communicated information, shows that they have written a response that is fairly full in nature and shows evidence of clear understanding throughout. The reference to the three main sources of authority that they have selected from the religion of Judaism are all clearly presented and all include reference to the diversity of views that arise from each source of authority. The candidate makes reference to different scholars throughout the response and also includes pertinent quotations. Specialist vocabulary is used intelligently and further enhances the success of the candidate in responding to this question. Further information on the diversity of views relating to this issue, perhaps reference to another source of authority within the religion or greater depth on the information provided already would have seen this candidate reach the top level for an AO1 response.
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L6

Sticky Note
The candidate’s response begins with an intelligent commentary on the difficulties posed by the contention and the reasons for these difficulties, showing immediately that they are making a link to the broader context of religious belief and practice within the world. The answer then develops by looking at previously mentioned aspects of authority and develops them in the context of the question being posed. Different points of view are presented and analysed intelligently and the views of scholars are also referred to to support the answer. Throughout the answer a clear and coherent line of argument is present and the candidate does not shy away from some of the more complex aspects of this argument. The final result is a presentation of several points of view, contributing to the debate, that shows that the candidate produces a focused and thorough response to the issue raised.

























37

L6

Sticky Note
The candidate’s response begins with an in-depth consideration of the nature of authority as shown through Moses in Judaism. A variety of viewpoints contribute to build a picture of the authority attributed to Moses throughout the religion, showing that the candidate is taking into account the diversity of views relevant to this source of authority. This is followed by a detailed examination of how the nature of the Torah, and then the Talmud, exhibit authority within Judaism, again reflecting diversity of views in the examination of these two aspects. Finally the festival observance of Shabbat and the authority that is exerted in Judaism through this observance is considered, with reference to different scholars and points of view. Throughout this answer the candidate demonstrates clear understanding and a confident handling of the subject matter. They make apt use of evidence and examples to support their point of view and the material is organised clearly and coherently.
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L6

Sticky Note
A focused and through response to the issues raised within this well-presented argument. The candidate begins with reference to the textual authorities of Torah and Talmud (before developing this by looking at other sources of authority as well) and layers their arguments with several points of view, demonstrating diversity that supports the response. Phraseology such as ‘on the other hand’ clearly signal to the examiner that an alternative point of view is being presented supporting the view that material is organised coherently and clearly. The clearly defined conclusion draws together the strands of the argument and relates clearly back to the question. A well written response.
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L4

Sticky Note
The response begins by defining the candidate’s understanding of what religious authority means to them followed by a setting of the parameters of where the answer will be taken from. This is generally good practice, in terms of structure, although the contact here is not as precise, critically written or sophisticated as a top level answer should be. The reference to conscience is superficially dealt with; religious leaders are explained as sources of authority but with basic understanding about their roles being demonstrated throughout. For an A2 exam response the reference to scripture is very basic and shows little understanding of the complexities of scripture as a form of authority, such as would be shown by a higher ability candidate. The reference to religious tradition is presented but the overall characteristic of this response is one that demonstrates basic or patchy understanding throughout.



4

L1

Sticky Note
The response from the candidate would seem to indicate that no planning in the pre-release period had gone into this response. The candidate appears unclear about precisely what is expected from the question and makes no more than isolated points relevant to the question. There is no coherence or clarity on the arguments presented, as would be required from a higher attaining examination response.
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L3

Sticky Note
A preamble relating to the nature of authority is provided by way of introduction before the areas of study parameters are stated. Reference is made to God as an authority figure but there is no critical engagement with what this term means or specifically what the Catholic Church’s doctrinal teachings about God are. Instead a simplistic statement is made, relating God as little more than an author of the Ten Commandments - this highlights to the examiner a basic level of understanding of the subject matter being communicated. Scriptures, festivals and religious leaders are all mentioned in the following part of the essay but the level of understanding relating to all three of these aspects remains as simplistic and demonstrates, again, the limited understanding that the candidate appears to have on these matters. Referring to the Ten Commandments as the centrepiece of Roman Catholic law and then attempting to link them to the Kantian ideal of the summum bonum is further evidence that the candidate has limited knowledge and understanding of religious authority within Christianity and, specifically, the Roman Catholic Church. 







6

L2

Sticky Note
An assertion regarding the reasons for why certain features within the religion are given the status of authority, made by the candidate in the second paragraph of their response, demonstrates that they have little understanding of the subject material or the contention being assessed. The candidate attempts to address the question but in a very simple way, as their reasoning throughout makes no attempt to engage critically with the arguments within the debate, nor to draw upon scholars or schools of thought to support their points of view. A more mature response is required to raise the level of attainment in this area. Drawing upon material such as that suggested by the mark scheme, would have allowed this candidate to reach the higher levels with their response.
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Answer one question.

2. Religious Experience

You must show knowledge and understanding of various forms of individual and communal
religious experiences and be able to evaluate how far religious belief and commitment is
determined by one’s religious experiences or lack of them.

(a) Examine both individual and communal forms of religious experience. [45]

(b) ‘Personal religious experience is the only firm basis for religious belief and commitment.’
Assess how far this statement could be said to be true. [30]
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L6

Sticky Note
The candidate’s response to this question is rich in breadth and makes very apt use of evidence and examples to support their answer. The candidate refers to many of the forms referred to in the mark scheme and, in each case, very clearly examines them in the context of either communal or individual forms. There is strong use of specialist vocabulary throughout the response and the candidate frequently demonstrates their clear understanding of the subject material by the presentation and development of each form referred to. Diversity of views relating to mysticism is also clearly examined.











30

L7

Sticky Note
The response to the assertion is comprehensive and intelligently written. Different views are presented and evaluated with accuracy, relevance and confidence and these are then built into a compelling assessment of the contention in the overall answer. Again, scholars and schools of thought are considered and it is a particular feature of this response that areas of study from across the suite of options at A level are brought in to support the response. A clear conclusion bases it’s assertions upon the material previously presented and the candidate has very clearly referred back to the original question.
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L6

Sticky Note
The response starts with simple definition of religious experience and then demonstrates that this can be developed into a variety of forms. Citing the main differences between individual and communal forms, the candidate sets the stage for the main part of the essay which is a development of the points made in introduction. Quotations from mystics, scholars and philosophers are featured throughout the response, all of which add to the evidence for clear understanding that the candidate shows throughout. The dual demands of the essay are dealt with accurately and succinctly and the candidate confidently expresses themselves in explaining the differences between these demands whilst also demonstrating the existence of diversity of views relating to certain features of religious experience: mysticism, for example.
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L7

Sticky Note
The candidate presents a clearly constructed argument that examines different views in turn. An introduction refers back to the question and sets out a basic response before beginning to analyse the various contributions from different scholars in a mature and focused way. References to philosophy, psychology and sociology are all used to support the arguments presented and these are carefully evaluated by the candidate. The conclusion is lengthy but well written, making reference to previously established points of view and presenting their relative strengths and weaknesses before highlighting a definitive conclusion in the final sentence.
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L3

Sticky Note
The candidate looks at several forms of religious experience and gives a basic explanation of each of them. There is limited understanding shown through the expression of these ideas. For example, when discussing the purgative stage of mystical experience the candidate asserts several key points but does not link these together with the sophistication that is expected at this level. It also fails to examine these points adequately and fails to show why these are considered as important stages within this part of the mystical experience. The section on ‘prayer’ concentrates too heavily on the narrative of the healing of the centurion’s servant in the New Testament, but does not critically engage with this parable in anything beyond a simplistic level. Several key features of prayer as a religious experience are lacking and a better answer would have included these, such as teachings in world religions about various forms of prayer, the examples from religious mystics relating to stages of prayer (cf. Teresa of Avila) and the studies on prayer undertaken by those engaged in disciplines relating to the psychology of religion.





7

L2

Sticky Note
Beyond a very simplistic commentary on the development of a child’s religious beliefs, a passing reference to Pascal and a basic reference to holy scriptures (and how they can influence a person) and this candidate fails to respond adequately to the question. The answer demonstrates little understanding, no relevant analysis and little coherence of thought. Improvements would have been made had a coherent argument, closely related to the question, been written by the candidate.
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L3

Sticky Note
The answer starts with a definition that highlights a specific rather than global response to what a religious experience is. The first page of the answer is almost entirely dedicated to definitions of what a religious experience may be with only a brief reference to the distinction that can be made between individual and communal forms of the said experience. The reference to Padre Pio is explained in some detail and specialist vocabulary is employed, with reference to the Kataphatic nature of his experiences. Reference to pilgrimage is made although this is done superficially. In neither of these two cases does the candidate specifically refer to the key terms of ‘individual’ or ‘communal’ which would have shown to the examiner that they had a clear understanding of what they were presenting in their answer. The reference to Greenbelt as a religious festival misses the point, as does the reference to individuals attempting to enhance their experience there. The candidate then employs in the following examples the key terms 'individual' and 'communal' but, again, these are limited in scope, demonstrating both basic knowledge and understanding of the material being discussed. Overall this is characteristically an outline answer.
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L3

Sticky Note
The candidate has a basic grasp of what the question is asking them to do. The content used for the arguments are outlined fairly simply showing that the issues have only been partly understood. The key feature of this response is that the candidate’s answer shows simplistic and basic reasoning. Improvements to the answer would have come from including other aspects to the debate such as additional dimensions from the religious sphere which contribute towards an individual’s belief and commitment and a greater use of religious experiences that are exemplars that counteract that assertion.
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Answer one question.

3. Life, Death and Life after Death

You must show knowledge and understanding of differing religious beliefs about the nature of
life after death and be able to evaluate whether belief in life after death is essential to religion.

(a) Examine different religious beliefs about the nature of life after death. [45]

(b) ‘Religion has no meaning unless there is belief in life after death.’
Assess how far this statement could be said to be true. [30]
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L3

Sticky Note
The response is written simply and demonstrates limited understanding of the subject material throughout. Use of phrasings such as ‘The most popular theory however is’ show a lack of suitability in the style and form of writing for an A2 exam answer. There is no critical engagement with most of the material presented and the diversity of views is only achieved by making reference to two separate religious belief systems, namely Christianity and Hinduism. Reference to the beliefs of both religions clearly demonstrates that knowledge is limited to basics. Increasing the use of specialist vocabulary, referring to information more critically and making accurate reference to scholars and schools of thought would help improve the standard of this response.







6

L2

Sticky Note
Much of the information is irrelevant and some is plainly incorrect (cf. reference to St Paul/10 Commandments). There is very little understanding of what is required by the demands of the question in the response from this candidate. Meaningful critical analysis is lacking and specialist vocabulary is sparse. The conclusion misses the point of the question.
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L3

Sticky Note
This candidate is clearly aware of what some of the key concepts relating to the nature of life after death in Christianity are. However there is distinct lack of depth in the consideration of any of these beliefs meaning that this response never goes beyond an outline answer. In order to improve, this candidate could have been guided into writing at greater length to describe each of the beliefs referred to and expressed the diversity of briefs that are linked to certain key features of these beliefs. Making reference to key scholars or schools of thought and their specific contributions to these aspects would have also been beneficial in raising the overall level of attainment.
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L3

Sticky Note
A very basic understanding of the demands of the question is discussed in the opening paragraph but the answer overall does not really go beyond this level and therefore the issues are only ever partly understood and appreciated. There is a list-like quality to the line of argument taken with those that agree and those that disagree and this lends an unnecessary simplicity to the argument showing that reasoning is simplistic and basic. Improving the depth and quality as well as focus within this answer would have improved the level of attainment gained by the candidate.
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Q.1 (a) Examine the nature of a variety of different types of religious authority. 
[45 AO1] 


Knowledge and understanding of different types of religious authority for 
religious believers.  Candidates should explain the nature of different types, 
such as sacred writings, e.g. Qur’an, New Testament, institutional traditions of 
interpretation and practice, e.g. Talmud, ashramas, creeds, 
synods/conferences: religious founders, e.g. Jesus, Guru Nanak: religious 
leaders, e.g. bishops, imams; religious community, e.g. sangha, URC church 
members’ meetings: individual conscience,: religion-endorsed ethical theories 
(notably Natural Law, but also credit Situation Ethics) special revelatory 
experiences, e.g. meditation, Holy Spirit, etc. 


(b) ‘No single type of religious authority commands universal respect 
amongst religious believers’. 


Assess how far this statement could be said to be true. [30 AO2] 


Evaluation of whether any one type of religious authority can be said to 
command universal respect.  An answer which is confined to merely 
demonstrating the importance of a single form of religious authority must not 
be given more than Level 4.  On the one hand, candidates may argue that, 
according to the religious tradition, there are examples of religious authorities 
that command universal respect, e.g. Religious leaders, sacred writings, etc 
and that those particular traditions are often defined by the universal respect 
given to the stated form of authority.  On the other hand, candidates may 
argue that the very fact that there is such a plurality of religious authorities 
that exist within the various religious traditions gives credence to the idea that 
no single authority is universally held in the highest respect by all religious 
believers.  Candidates may also argue that, whilst all forms of religious 
authority are generally respected by religious believers, the degree of respect 
given to each will vary greatly amongst traditions, communities and 
individuals, etc. 
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Q.2 (a) Examine both individual and communal forms of religious experience. 
   [45 AO1] 
 


Knowledge and understanding of religious experience in both individual and 
communal forms.  Individual forms include mysticism, conversion, personal 
prayer, sense of awe and wonder, of inner peace and/or release.  Communal 
forms include institutional worship, religious rites of passage, mass 
pilgrimage.  Some forms, e.g. charismatic and paranormal phenomena, may 
be in either category, depending on what aspects presented.   
 
Maximum of Level 4 for responses which are confined to one form only (either 
individual or communal). 
 


 
 (b) ‘Personal religious experience is the only firm basis for religious belief 


and commitment’. 
 


Assess how far this statement could be said to be true. [30 AO1] 
 
Evaluation of how far religious experience determines religious belief and 
commitment.  Consideration of other factors leading to religious commitment, 
(e.g. upbringing, corporate religious experience such as public worship, 
religious rituals, tradition, reasoning, sacred writing) as well as personal 
religious experience, is expected for higher levels.  An answer which is 
confined to merely demonstrating the importance of a religious experience 
must not be given more than Level 4.  On the one hand, candidates may 
argue that a religious experience, e.g. conversion, answered prayer, 
witnessing a miracle, has the greater impact on an individual than any 
cerebral factors, begins or deepens religious commitment in a unique way 
and has usually been the catalyst of new religious movements.  On the other 
hand, they may argue that the other factors (as listed above) are of equal or 
greater influence as they are less subjective, more accepted by others, more 
common, more authoritative and longer-lasting in their effect. 
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Q.3 (a) Examine different religious beliefs about the nature of life after death.  
   [45 AO1] 
 


Knowledge and understanding of the nature of different religious ideas about 
life after death.  Explanation, exemplification and comment of a number of 
religious beliefs, e.g. resurrection, reincarnation, heaven, hell, purgatory, 
moksha, samsara, judgement, sheol, eternal life, etc. 
 
 


 (b) ‘Religion has no meaning unless there is belief in life after death’. 
  Assess how far this statement could be said to be true. [30 AO1] 
 


Evaluation of how essential belief in life after death is to religion.  
Consideration of other factors, e.g. ethical motivation, coping with suffering, 
hope of justice, reward for faith, is expected for higher levels.  An answer 
which is confined to merely demonstrating the importance of life after death 
must not be given more than Level 4.   Candidates should consider whether 
this particular belief is central or peripheral to religion, integral or trivial.  On 
the one hand, candidates may argue that belief in life after death has greater 
motivating impact than other beliefs and factors because of its permanent/far-
reaching consequences.  On the other hand, they may argue that other 
beliefs and factors are of equal or greater influence as they are more tangible, 
basic, essential and have immediate impact, etc. 
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